
can’t we

please get a

space heater,

sgt scrooge?

my fingers-

T’was christmas eve,

cold and wintry. snow

blanketed the ground

and piled up against the

motor pool building... 

inside, the air was

almost as cold...

and your leave is

cancelled. there’s

going to be an 

inspection on

27 december. your

work’s got to

be done.

b-but, sir...

It’s christmas.

my family-

no chance, spc

cratchett. space

heaters are

expensive!

oh, all right.

take tomorrow

off… but be early

the next day.

PS 589 26

Don't forget to remove
the batteries when you're
done detecting for at least
two days. That way if
they leak, they don't dam-
age the EU. But before
you open the battery
compartment, disconnect
the headphone and search
head cables. If you don't,
you can break the cables'
wiring when you push off
the compartment lid. 

Don't wrap the search
head cable around the
pole. That makes the
cable more likely to be
stretched and its wiring
broken. Coil the cable
around your hand and
then store the coil in the
compartment for the
head. 

Disassembly

Disconnect cables
before opening battery
compartment lid

Store coiled cable
in search head
compartment

a properly

packed

detector

will be

ready next

TiME!

Hey!

you’ve got

to get it

together

to take me

apart!
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“of course you do! it was

a little red pedal car. you

loved it, didn’t you?”

listen to me, sgt

scrooge… change

your miserly ways

and maybe you can

avoid my fate.

you’re going

to be visited by

three spirits.

do as they tell

you... for your

own sake.

d-did I...

just imagine

that? a... bad

dream?

It’s those

meatballs doing

a job on me.

I-I’ve got to get

back to sleep.

do you remem-

ber the christmas

present you got

when you were

ten years old?

hello, sgt

scrooge.

I’m the

ghost of

christmas

past.

sergeant scrooge

fitfully nods off...

...only to be

wakened by a soft

tap on his shoulder. 

...only to be

awakened by

a senSe of

dread!

sgt

marley!

b-but...

you’re-

In minutes,

sgt scrooge

falls asleep...

DEC 0129

I’m going home,

cratchett. I think

I ate too many of

the cook’s greasy

meatballs.

make sure you

get your work

done before

you leave.

dead, sgt

scrooge. yes,

but we were

buddies, so-

I’ve come to

warn you...

so that you

won’t have

to wear

these chains

of bad pm.

stomach’s

rumbling.

I’ll feel

better

after a

good

night’s

sleep.

imagine that

cratchett...

wanting to

go on leave?

 …no sense

of duty.

I should’ve

insisted that he

work tomorrow.

christmas. bah!

humbug! I must

be getting soft!

oh, well… yawn…

he’ll be working

all night tonight.

wha-?

wh- who’s

there?
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you’ll

learn the

answers

in due

time, sgt

scrooge.

re-used nuts’ll

come loose.

then you’ll

get a wobbly

wheel...

there’s spc

cratchett... working

on that m1a1 tank. his

fingers are turning

blue, and he’s trying

to work with worn

out tools…

IF sgt scrooge

hadn’t made me

re-use these road-

wheel nuts, I could

be home right now.

they should be

used only once.

“...or worse. the

wheel could come

off... and throw

a track.”

“you were the terror

of the neighborhood.

shins and knees were

banged with abandon.”

a little

pM could’ve

saved it. why

didn’t you

take proper

care of it?

no time.

and... oil

wasn’t

cheap.

“but you

never took

care of it.

never oiled

the wheels

or tightened

loose nuts.

you let it

rust.”

not so

fast. this

is the

ghost of

christmas

present...

here to

take you

for a ride.

a ride?

now? I

don’t have

a vehicle...

we won’t

need one.

PS 589 DEC 0131PS 589 DEC 0130

sure. you had

other more

important

things to do

with your time

and money.

and so... that

pretty red

car landed in

the garbage.

well, I guess

you’ll be

going now...

y-you’re right.

Good PM

would’ve saved

that car. But PM

is expensive and

time-consuming.

It’s... freezing

out here. wh-

where are you

taking me?

isn’t

that my

motor

pool?
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look...

and

listen.

are you

ready for

your

journey?

n-no... but... I

guess that’s not

going to change

your mind.

where

are you

taking

me?

hey... I

know some of

those guys.

talk about

cheap. he

was the

cheapest.

to that

other

motor pool

below.

…didn’t

do his pm

properly

…soldiers’

lives were

put in

danger.

SiLENCE! there is

one more place I

want you to see...

who are they

talking about?

he’d

skip PM

to save

a few

pennies.

th-this... is

a chapel.

what’re we

doing here?

look

into the

coffin, sgt

scrooge.

That’s

enough,

spirit! can

I go home

now?

not yet. there is

one more spirit

you must meet...

but… sgt

scrooge told me

not to lube them.

now I’ve got to

replace that

burned-out road-

wheel arm. Talk

about money!

...it is the

ghost of

christmas

future.

PS 589 DEC 0133

this m113 carrier

has gone 2000 miles

since its roadwheels

were lubed.

they

should‘ve

been lubed

500 miles

ago!

how

did I die,

spirit?

It’s… me!

OMiGOSH!
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moments

later...

…an avoidable

accident! you

were too cheap

to pay for PM,

and it cost you

your life!

cratchett. you

still here? why

aren’t you home

with your family?

I’ve got

to get

back to

the

motor

pool.

but...

you told

me-

oh… and I’ll

be getting us

that space

heater!

merry

christmas

to one

and all!

PS 589 DEC 0135

“One size fits all” is true for many baseball caps. But it does not work for aircraft
hardware such as the screws, turnlock fasteners, nuts and bolts used to secure the
access doors, panels and covers on your bird’s airframe. 

A slightly longer bolt, fastener or screw may
fit the hole, but the head sticks out a bit too far.
It’ll snag your skin or rip your uniform. Worse
yet, it could vibrate loose and fall out during
flight. Then your bird’s doors, covers and pan-
els could fall off. 

Good PM calls for using the right part in the
right place. Always. Never guess. 

When you’re doing aircraft pre-flight checks,
eyeball your aircraft for missing hardware.  

If any hardware needs replacing, check your -23P manual and use the size and
type of screw or turnlock fastener called for. 

Inspect aircraft for loose,
missing or wrong fasteners

This

bird’s

got a few

screws

loose!

Somebody

used the

wrong

screws!

I’ve got

the same

problem!

oh, spirit! I

have learned

the error of

my ways!

please give

me one more

chance to do

pm the right

way!

forget it! and

from now on we

do pm the right

way! no more

shortcuts!

all pm will

be by the

book with the

proper tools!

wha-?

where

am I?

and it’s still

christmas

eve.

I’m

back in

my own

bed…

All Aircraft…
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